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Knitting  needles  have  "been  clicking  "busily  this  year,  "because  hand-knitted 
clothes  are  again  very  much  ir.  style.    Perhaps  that  accounts  for  the  chorus  of 
the  old  question:    How  to  wash  woolens  successfully.    This  week's  mail  brought  in 
two  letters  about  hand-knitted  dresses  that  went  into  the  tub  and  never  were  the 
same  again.    One  stretched.     Its  owner  writes  that  the  skirt  is  now  so  long  that 
it  would  take  a  six-footer  to  wear  it.    The  other  came  out  too  small  and  it  lost 
its  soft  fluffy  texture  into  the  bargain.     Well,   all  this  is  very  sad  to  hear 
when  the  rules  for  safe  shampooing  are  quite  simple  after  all.     We've  talked  before 
about  the  ways  of  wool  in  water,  but  for  the  sake  of  these  new  fall  clothes,  maybe 
we'd  better  discuss  the  matter  again. 

Wool  happens  to  be  especially  sensitive  to  three  things  —  extremes  in 
temperature  and  friction  and  alkali.    The  experts  advise  that  happy  medium  known 
as  11  lukewarm"  for  washing  and  rinsing  and  even  drying.     Avoid  hot  water,  hot  places 
too  hear  stoves  and  radiators  for  drying,  and  hot  irons  for  pressing;  also  avoid 
shifting  to  cold  water  for  rinsing  or  hanging  out  in  the  chilly  air  where  garments 
night  freeze. 

How  about  friction  —  the  second  enemy  of  wool.    That  means  rubbing,  wring- 
ing, twisting  and  rough  treatment  generally.     If  you  want  to  keep  the  wool  in 
best  condition,   treat  it  gently.     Squeeze  it  clean;  don't  rub  it.    And  squeeze  it 
dry;  don't  wring  or  twist  it. 

Finally,  the  third  enemy  of  wool  —  alkali.     Strong  laundry  soap  or  washing 
soda  will  play  havoc  with  your  wool  dress.    Alkali  can  eat  into  wool  fibers.  So 
use  mild  pure  soapsuds  and  naturally  soft  water,   if  possible.    Prepare  the  suds 
before  you  pat  your  dress  in.     Don't  rub  a  cake  of  soap  directly  on  the  garment 
Decause  that  mats  the  surface  of  the  wool  and  is  hard  to  rinse  out. 

To  sum  up,  then  —  when  washing  woolens,  knitted  or  otherwise,  avoid  ex- 
tremes of  hot  and  cold,  avoid  friction  and  avoid  alkali.    Play  safe  by  ixsing  a  luke- 
warm suds  of  mild  pure  soap  and  soft  water  and  handle  gently  both  in  and  out  of  the 
tub. 

The  experts  advise  frequent  washing  rather  than  letting  clothes  get  badly 
soiled.    This  point  applies  especially  to  the  youngsters'   sweater  or  knitted 
suits.    You  see,  dirt  is  apt  to  become  imbedded  between  the  scales  of  the  wool 
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fiber  if  it  remains  on  for  any  length  of  time.    And  then  you'll  find  difficulty 
in  getting  the  garment  clean  without  using  friction.    Before  washing,  better 
shake  the  garment  to  remove  any  loose  dirt  —  or  even  give  it  a  "brushing. 

IJow,  a  special  point  or  two  about  washing  knitted  wools.    To  be  sure  to 
get  the  garment  back  to  its  original  size,  before  you  begin  to  wash  it,     lay  it 
flat  on  a  big  piece  of  paper  and  draw  around  it.    Or  take  its  measurements.  When 
the  dress  is  ready  to  dry,  you  can  lay  it  out  flat  according  to  this  outline  and 
mold  it  to  fit  the  correct  measurements.    Then  you  won't  have  to  worry  for  fear 
your  dress  will  lose  its  figure  after  a  shampoo. 

The  whole  laundering  process  goes  about  like  this.     First,  measure  the 
garment.     Second,  dissolve  some  mild  soap  flakes  in  boiling  water  and  add  enough 
cold  water  to  make  the  suds  lukewarm.     Put  in  the  garment  and  squeeze  the  suds 
through  it  until  it's  clean.    Use  two  tubs  of  suds,   if  necessary,  and  rinse  in 
between.    For  the  final  rinsing,  you'll  probably  need  several  tubs  of  clear 
lukewarm  water  to  get  all  traces  of  soap  out.    How,  gather  the  garment  up  in  your 
hands  in  a  ball  and  press  out  the  moisture,  never  wring  or  twist.    Roll  it  up  in 
a  Turkist  towel  for  a  few  minutes.    Then  spread  it  flat  on  a  big  towel  to  dry. 
Pat  it  into  the  right  size  and  shape.     When  nearly  dry,  turn  it  occasionally. 

So  much  for  woolen  frocks.    How  to  answer  the  lady  who  wants  to  know  how 
to  keep  chrysanthemums  fresh  indoors  as  long  as  possible.     If  you  take  good  care 
of  these  lovely  fall  flowers,  the  experts  say  they  can  last  in  the  house  as  long 
as  three  weeks.    As  we  mentioned  awhile  ago,   cut  flowers  wilt  and  die  after  they 
have  been  in  the  house  for  a  certain  time  because  their  stems  decay  in  water  and 
then  cannot  absorb  it.     So  to  keep  them  fresh,  use  every  possible  means  of  pre- 
venting this  decay.    To  begin  with,  when  you  bring  the  chrysanthemums  indoors  for 
the  first  time,  put  them  in  a  deep  container  of  y/ater  and,  while  the  stems  are 
under  water,   snip  off  the  tips  and  remove  the  lower  leaves.    This  opens  the 
drinking  tubes.     Set  the  flowers  in  a  cool  place  for  an  hour  or  so  before  you 
bring  them  into  a  warm  room.    And  be  sure  the  jar  you  put  them  in  is  washed  with 
soap  and  scalded  before  you  fill  it  with  cold  water. 

If  you  change  the  water  and  snip  the  ends  of  the  stems  daily,  you'll  put 
off  the  decay.     The  flowers  will  live  longer  if  they  can  stand  in  a  bath  up  to 
their  necks  in  a  cool  room  each  night. 

By  the  way,   I  heard  an  interesting  piece  of  news  abotit  keeping  cut  flowers 
only  the  other  day.    A  flower  expert  at  Cornell  University  reports  that  flowers 
keep  longer  in  copper  than  in  other  vases  —  one  to  three  days  longer.    He  made 
one  test  with  poinsettias  and  found  that  those  in  a  copper  jar  lasted  lb  days 
against  8  days  in  a  tin  container.    His  explanation  is  that  some  of  the  copper 
dissolves  in  the  water  and  hinders  the  growth  of  bacteria.    He  has  tested  roses, 
snapdragons,   stocks,  delphiniums,  primroses  and  carnations  with  copper  and  says 
they  all  keep  longer.     I  don't  know  about  chrysanthemums. 

By  the  way,  if  you  are  a  chrysanthemum  enthusiast,  you'll  enjoy  having  a 
copy  of  the  interesting  bulletin  called  "Chrysanthemums  for  the  Home."  A  post- 
card to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C,  will  bring  it 
to  you. 
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